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Theater Etiquette
Out of respect for our performers and the performance facility, please 
consider the following: 

Once the audience has been seated and the performance has begun, •	
please wait until intermission to exit. 

Please silence your cell phones.•	

Concessions, flower sales, and Footloose merchandise sales will be •	
available during intermission in the auditorium lobby. Food and 
beverages should be consumed outside in the lobby only. Please 
discard all wrappers and bottles in the proper waste bin.

When the lights dim, please refrain from conversation.•	

Please refrain from flash photography. It is distracting to performers •	
and audience members alike.

Cast, crew, and pit members will be available in the new gym •	
following the performance.

ANY VIDEO AND/OR AUDIO RECORDING OF THIS •	
PRODUCTION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.

Grand Ledge High School is a participant in the 2025-26 Sutton Foster 
Awards, a program of the Wharton Center for Performing Arts on the 
campus of Michigan State University. The Sutton Foster awards will be 
held on Sunday May 31, 2026.
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	 Stage Adaptation by 
DEAN PITCHFORD and WALTER BOBBIE

Based on the Original Screenplay by Dean Pitchford

Music by TOM SNOW

Lyrics by DEAN PITCHFORD

Additional Music by ERIC CARMEN, SAMMY HAGAR, KENNY 
LOGGINS and JIM STEINMAN

Grand Ledge Musical Theatre 
production of
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Production Team
Director/Choreographer/Producer...........................................Tracy Clark*
Vocal/Pit Director..........................................................................Zach Everly*
Production Manager................................................................... Katie Westen*
Costumer...........................................................................................Erin Marsh*
Student Director............................................................................ Jensen Price^
Assistant Student Director.....................................................Emmalyn Ream
Production Assistant....................................................................Patty Sanchez
Technical Supervisor......................................................................Tracy Clark*
Set Building Coordinator............................................................. Joel Sanchez
Art/Props............................................................................................ Liesl Mann
Sound Engineer..........................................................................Brendan Marsh
Hair/Makeup Coordinator....................................................Bethany Thelen
Front of House Coordinator...................................................... Colleen Price
Cast Meals Coordinator................................................................... Bri Dennis
Front of House Decoration...............................................Lindsay Grostefon
Graphic Designer............................................................................Tracy Clark*
Program Designer/Photographer................................................Dan Rodeck
Show Photographer........................................................................ Marvin Hall
Props/Posters....................................................................... Gladstone Printing
Show Merchandise........................................................... The Crimson Lizard

*Denotes Grand Ledge High School Teacher
^ Denotes ITS Troupe 8943 Member

Tech Crew
Stage Manager................................................................................ Jensen Price^
Stage Left Running Crew...............Emmalyn Ream, Autumn Baczkiewicz
Stage Right Running Crew.............................Anna Goucher, Izzie Holmes
Sound.................................................................. Caelan Marsh^, Asher Travis
Lights........................................................ Paige Waterman, Emily Armstrong
Spot Light Operators......................Madilynn Hurley, Hudson Wonnacott
Rigging................................................................................................... Levi Yeah
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Musicians
Yoshi Fukagawa........................................................................................ Guitars
Elyse Gray........................................................................................................ Bass
Tim Edinger............................................................................................... Drums
Michael Giunta....................................................................................Percussion 
Mary Rodeck........................................................................................ Keyboard
Angie Schwab....................................................................................... Keyboard
Kathleen Warriner...................................................................................... Reeds

Special Thanks
Karen Carlson

Sierra Erskine - The Hive Dance Studio
Tim “Captain Fortress” Marsh

David Schmidt - Tumbling Coach
Lee G. Klein - Klein Cabinets

Amanda Hengesbach - Ledge’s Sweat Shop
Grace Edick

John Horak, Our Savior Lutheran
DeWitt High School Musicals

BIG THANKS to the Grand Ledge High School Administration 
for your continued support of our program and to all of the amazing 
parents and family members who helped with everything from crafts 
to food to painting and more.  We couldn’t produce this show without 
you!
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Act One

Scene 1A - Chicago......Ren, Chicago Ensemble, Chicago Dancers, Ethel

Scene 1B - The Church, Bomont.............Rev. Shaw, Vi, Ariel, Ren, Ethel, 
Chuck, Church Choir, Church Ensemble

Scene 2 - The Churchyard................Rev. Shaw, Vi, Ethel, Lulu, Wes, Ren, 
Coach Dunbar, Eleanor, Ariel, Rusty, 

Wendy Jo, Urleen

Scene 3 - The Junkyard...................... Chuck, Travis, Lyle, Ariel, Rev. Shaw

Scene 4 - Bomont High School Hallway..........Ariel, Rusty, Ren, Willard, 
Rusty, Wendy Jo, Erleen, Principal Clark, School Ensemble, 

Cop, Wes, Lulu, Ethel

Scene 5 - The Moore Home................................ Rev. Shaw, Vi, Ariel, Ethel

Scene 6 - Burger Blast...................Ariel, Rusty, Wendy Jo, Urleen, Willard, 
Chuck, Betty Blast, Burger Ensemble

Scene 7 - The Junkyard......... Ariel, Ren, Chuck, Rusty, Wendy Jo, Urleen

Scene 8 - The Moore Home.........Rev. Shaw, Vi, Coach Dunbar, Eleanor, 
Ren, Eleanor, Rusty, Wendy Jo, Urleen, Chuck, Travis, Lyle

Scene 9 - Bomont High School Gym Class................ Ren, Willard, Coach 
Dunbar, Gym Dancers, Rev. Shaw, Church Choir

Intermission
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Act Two

Scene 1 - BBQ Dance Hall..................................Ren, Ariel, Willard, Rusty, 
Cowboy Bob, Cowboy Bob’s Backup, 

Country Dancers, Line Dancers

Scene 2 - The Moore Home............................. Chuck, Ariel, Vi, Rev. Shaw

Scene 3 - The Junkyard..........................Willard, Ren, Bickle, Jeter, Garvin, 
Jed, Ariel, Rusty, Wendy Jo, Urleen

Scene 4 - The Bridge.......................................................................... Ariel, Ren

Scene 5 - Bomont Town Hall.......Rev. Shaw, Vi, Eleanor, Coach Dunbar, 
Principal Clark, Lulu, Ethel, 

Council Members, Ren, Willard, Ariel, Rusty, 
Wendy Jo, Urleen, Crowd

Scene 6 - The Moore Home.................................................... Ren, Rev. Shaw

Scene 6A - The Churchyard...............Rev. Shaw, Vi, Ariel, Church Choir, 
Church Ensemble

Scene 7 - Bomont High School Dance.............Ren, Willard, Bickle, Jeter, 
Garvin, Ariel, Rusty, Wendy Jo, Urleen, Vi, Rev. Shaw, 
Principal Clark, School Dancers, Footloose Ensemble
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Cast List
Ren McCormack...................................Joshua Batterham**, Xander Lieb*^
Ariel Shaw.............................................Bailea Benjamin*^, Reann Thelen**^
Reverend Shaw............................................. Aidyn Lieb*^, AJ Parseghian**^
Vi Shaw.................................... Sandra Bratschi*, Sabrina Harvey-Cronk**^
Willard.......................................................... Jay Boulier*^, Niklas Carlson**^
Chuck...........................................................................................Kaiden Schulze
Rusty..........................................................Haley Kunc*, Lillian Robertson**^
Wendy Jo.....................................................Keely Ackerman*^, Isla Morris**^
Urleen...................................................................Ashlyn Gee*, Brynn Pratt**^
Ethel McCormack.................................Jennelle Aboagye**^, Jillian Spegel*
Travis............................................................................................... Max Wotruba
Lyle..................................................................................................... Owen Teran
Aunt Lulu..........................................................................................Olivia Dean
Uncle Wes.......................................................................................Judah Deaton
Principal Clark/Cop/Betty Blast................................................ Aaron Almy
Coach Dunbar......................................................................................Ty Herald
Eleanor Dunbar........................................................................... Audrey Sefton
Cowboy Bob/Bickle.....................................................................Caleb Wilcox
Jeter...........................................................................................................JJ Mauzé
Garvin.................................................................................... Logan Hansbarger
Jed.....................................................................................................Austin Brown
Boy 1............................................................................................... Logan Olivier
Boy 2............................................................................................. Jackson Shaltry
Boy 3....................................................................................................... Levi Yeah
Cowgirls...........................................................Zoey Schmitz, Taylor Tweddle
Council Members.....................................Chase Kimmey, Savannah Wright

*  Blue Cast
** Gold Cast
^ Denotes ITS Troupe 8943 Member
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Dancers
Larisa Brennsteiner, Austin Brown, Ethan Cage, Natalia Carpenter, 
Lucy Clark, Finnleigh Davis, Lissie Dennis, Addy Dowker, Logan 
Hansbarger, Sydney Leonard, Jordan Losch, JJ Mauzé, Annalise Morris, 
Reagan Olds, Logan Olivier, Noah Pollice, Brody Ruvalo, Joss Sanchez, 
Affaan Shaik, Jackson Shaltry, Sadie Thelen, Marie Weber, Jacob 
Whisler, Shyla Woodman, Levi Yeah

Ensemble
Syd Deaton, David Escojido, Emma Flowerday, Avery Grostefon, Lynn 
Gude, Austin Harper, Sophia Hopper, Scarlett Hubert, Izzy Hurth, 
Chase Kimmey, Aubrianna Loveall, Jameson Marsh, Jadyn Ross, Zoey 
Schmitz, Taylor Tweddle, Maya West, Emmeleigh Whiddon, Lily 
Wright, Savannah Wright
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Musical Synopsis
Act 1

Ren McCormack, a Chicago teenager, dances away his work stress at a club before 
revealing to friends he’s moving to the small town of Bomont with his mother due 
to financial troubles. In Bomont, Ren and his mother attend church led by the strict 
minister Shaw Moore. After a sermon against “rock and roll,” Moore’s daughter Ariel 
sneaks off to see her boyfriend Chuck, but Moore arrives and catches them together, 
disapprovingly.

Ren’s first day at school brings him face-to-face with Willard Hewitt, who initially 
confronts Ren but quickly becomes his friend. Ren shares that he’s passionate about 
dancing, a hobby he brought with him from Chicago, and even breaks into dance at 
school, which provokes the principal because dancing is prohibited in Bomont. Wil-
lard stands up for Ren, explaining that he’s new to town. Rusty commends Willard for 
defending Ren, then she and her friends inform Ren of the local law banning danc-
ing—a rule put in place following a fatal accident involving the reverend’s son. They 
caution Ren to stay out of the spotlight to avoid more trouble.

Ariel returns home but is ignored by Shaw, who is upset about her relationship 
with Chuck Cranston. After Ariel leaves in frustration, Moore and Vi argue about her, 
with Shaw dismissing Vi’s reassurances before leaving to write his sermon. Ethel and 
Vi sympathize over the suspicion Ren faces as a newcomer, and when Ariel joins them, 
they share their frustrations about not being heard by others set in their ways.

After school, Ariel, Rusty, and friends do homework at Burger Blast while Ren 
works in a waiter’s uniform and roller skates. Ariel flirts with Ren; Willard warns him 
about Chuck Cranston’s jealousy. Ren asks Willard about Rusty, who he finds attrac-
tive but overly talkative. Ariel tells her friends she wants a decent guy. Chuck arrives 
angry and yells at Ariel, but Ren, Willard, and restaurant owner Betty Blast step in to 
stop the confrontation.

After Ren gets off work, Ariel takes him to her secret place beneath the train tracks 
where she discusses her hatred of Bomont. Unbeknownst to them, Chuck witnesses 
the pair together.

Ren walks Ariel home, surprising Moore and Vi who thought she was in her room. 
Shaw is displeased with Ariel’s actions, and Ren accidentally offends him, prompting 
Shaw’s friends to leave abruptly. Shaw orders Ariel to stop seeing Ren, but she protests, 
feeling imprisoned. After his daughter and wife leave angrily, Shaw feels guilty and 
questions whether he is being fair as both a preacher and a father.

Ren shows up late to gym class the next day with Ariel and Willard, explaining that 
Chuck attacked him, but their teacher pays no attention. Frustrated by Bomont’s strict 
rules, Ren misses the lively dance clubs in Chicago. After Willard cracks a joke about 
dancing, Ren is inspired to suggest a school dance as a way to bring teens together and 
defy Moore’s authority. Although Willard finds the plan outlandish, Ren presents his 
proposal to other students and gets them on board. Moore, who originally prohibited 
dancing, remains determined to prevent it from happening.
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Act 2

Ren, Ariel, Willard, and Rusty visit a nearby town’s dance hall with a country band. 
Rusty wants to dance with Willard, but he avoids it and admits to Ren at the bar that 
he can’t dance. After cowboys mock Willard, Rusty defends him and confesses her 
feelings. As Rusty sings, Ren teaches Willard to dance, and Willard impresses every-
one with his newfound skills.

Chuck Cranston arrives at the Moores’ home, making Vi and Shaw anxious when 
he says Ariel isn’t where they expected. After Chuck leaves, Ariel returns, pretending 
to have been studying, but her parents confront her. An argument follows between 
Shaw and Ariel until Vi steps in and consoles Shaw, noting his reprimand isn’t logical.

Ren, Willard, and their friends work on presenting their idea to the town council. 
Ren feels discouraged, but Willard encourages him not to give up. When Ariel arrives 
with a black eye from Chuck, Ren comforts her at the train station. Ariel reveals her 
brother’s death led to the dancing ban and gives Ren a Bible with marked passages for 
his case. There, Ren and Ariel realize they love each other.

At the town council meeting, Ren argues that dancing is mentioned in the Bible 
and shouldn’t be banned. Despite some support, the council rejects the motion.

After the meeting, Ethel tells Ren that Shaw’s votes were assured and advises him to 
speak directly with Shaw. Ren visits the pastor, urging him not to let his grief affect the 
whole town. They argue but recognize their shared experience of loss. Ren leaves, and 
Moore is left reconsidering his position.

At the next service, Shaw announces that the teenagers can hold a dance, which 
excites them all. Ren asks Ariel, and Willard invites Rusty. After everyone leaves, Shaw 
admits past mistakes to Vi and expresses his love. Ultimately, Moore, his wife, and the 
townspeople attend the big dance.
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Jennelle Aboagye Keely Ackerman

Bailea Benjamin Sandra BratschiJay Boulier

Joshua Batterham

Aaron Almy

Emily Armstrong Autumn Baczkiewicz
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Larisa Brennsteiner Austin Brown Ethan Cage

Niklas Carlson

Finleigh Davis Judah DeatonOlivia Dean

Lucy ClarkNatalia Carpenter
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Addy Dowker

David Escojido

Anna Goucher

Ashlyn GeeEmma Flowerday

Lynn GudeAvery Grostefon

Syd Deaton Lissie Dennis
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Madilynn Hurley Izzy HurthScarlett Hubert

Ty Herald Izzie Holmes Sophia Hopper

Sabrina Harvey-CronkAustin HarperLogan Hansbarger
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Caelan Marsh Jameson MarshAubrianna Loveall

Jordan LoschXander LiebAidyn Lieb

Sydney LeonardHaley KuncChase Kimmey
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Jensen PriceBrynn PrattNoah Pollice

AJ ParseghianLogan OlivierReagan Olds

Isla MorrisAnnalise MorrisJJ Mauzé
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Affaan ShaikAudrey SeftonKaiden Schulze

Zoey SchmitzBrody Ruvolo Joss Sanchez

Jaydn RossLillian RobertsonEmmalyn Ream
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Asher Travis

Paige WatermanTaylor Tweddle

Reann Thelen Sadie Thelen

Owen TeranJillian SpegelJackson Shaltry

Max Watruba
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Lily WrightShyla Woodman

Hudson WonnacottEmmeleigh Widdon Caleb Wilcox

Jacob WhislerMarie Weber Maya West
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Savannah Wright Levi Yeah
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Personals
Go Footloose, Finleigh! We are so proud of you – dance big and shine bright! 
We love you to the moon and back! 
Grandma and Grandpa

Cutting loose and dancing her heart out! We’re so proud of your talent and spirit, Finleigh! 
Love you! 
Mom, Dad, Christian, and Grey

Ashlyn, 
Congratulations on another performance! We are so proud of you for everything that you have 
accomplished throughout your high school years. From choir concerts to the musicals and color 
guard. Keep shining! 
Love, Dad, Carly, Sage & Grayson

Dear Jensen - You are so kind and pretty!  You are so fun and make me feel so special. You make 
me feel like I’m part of the cast and like I go to the school!  You deserve the world - I will miss 
you and I know your future is bright and you will do great things.  You gotta cut loose - It’s your 
time to shine!  - Natalee
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Grand Ledge High School Past Musicals
	 Little Mary Sunshine	 1971 
	 Oklahoma	 1972 
	 The Music Man	 1973 
	 The Sound of Music 	 1974 
	 The Fantastics	 1974 
You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown		  1975 
	 Kiss Me Kate	 1976 
	 Bye Bye Birdie	 1976 
	 Brigadoon	 1977 
	 Camelot	 1977 
	 Fiddler on the Roof	 1978 
	 Once Upon a Mattress	 1979 
	 Little Mary Sunshine	 1980 
	 Guys and Dolls	 1980 
	 My Fair Lady	 1981 
	 Carousel	 1982 
	 Godspell	 1983 
	 Hello Dolly	 1983 
	 The Sound of Music	 1984 
	 South Pacific	 1985 
	 Oklahoma	 1986 
	 The Music Man	 1987 
	 Godspell	 1988 
	 Brigadoon	 1988 
	 Once Upon A Mattress	 1989 
	 Annie	 1990 
	 The Sound of Music	 1991 
	 Little Mary Sunshine	 1992 
	 Anything Goes	 1993 
	 The Music Man	 1994	
	 Camelot	 1995
	 Fiddler on the Roof	 1996 
	 Godspell	 1997 
	 Brigadoon	 1997 
	 Anything Goes	 1998 
	 Oklahoma	 1999 
	 South Pacific	 2000 
	 Hello Dolly	 2001 
	 The Music Man	 2002 

	 The Sound of Music	 2003 
	 Les Misérables	 2004 
	 Guys and Dolls	 2004 
	 The Secret Garden	 2005 
	 Fiddler on the Roof	 2005 
	 Beauty and the Beast	 2006 
	 Camelot	 2006
	 Kiss Me, Kate	 2007	
	 Brigadoon	 2007 
	 The Secret Garden	 2008
	 Footloose	 2008	
	 A Christmas Carol	 2009 
	 West Side Story	 2010
	 Bye Bye Birdie	 2011
	 The Phantom of the Opera	 2012
	 White Christmas	 2012 
	 Les Misérables	 2013 
	 Beauty and the Beast	 2013
	 Grease	 2014
	 The Wizard of Oz	 2015
	 Mary Poppins	 2015
	 Little Shop of Horrors	 2016
	 Shrek the Musical	 2016
You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown		  2017
	 Peter Pan	 2017
	 Spelling Bee	 2018
	 Newsies	 2018
	 Lion King, Jr.	 2019
	 White Christmas	 2019
	 A Killer Party	 2021
	 Spelling Bee	 2021
	 Legally Blonde	 2021
	 High School Musical	 2022 
	 Mamma Mia!	 2022
	 Into the Woods	 2023
	 The Little Mermaid	 2023
	 Mean Girls	 2024
	 Descendants	 2025 




